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or rotten material the fly may deposit as many as 400 eggs at one time. Barbed-wire cuts that have become infected are favorite places for eggs to be laid. Castration wounds that are allowed to become foul are often infested with this maggot. This is a common occurrence on any farm where many hogs are castrated in midsummer. When cows are dehorned in fly time, the wounds are sometimes slow to heal and the eggs of the screw-worm may be laid in the hole left by the removal of the horn. The maggots develop inside the head and may enter the sinuses and cause serious after effects. They are very difficult to remove from a horn wound-. The eggs are laid in open wounds. They hatch out in a few hours into maggots. The maggots burrow into the wound and feed for a few days. After this they drop to the ground and develop into mature flies in about two weeks.
Any animal on the farm may become infested with screw-worm maggots. They may enter any wound. The navels of new-born calves often become infested.
Prevention and treatment
The carcasses of dead animals must not remain unburied. These attract and furnish a breeding place for screw-worm flies. All decaying animal and vegetable material should be disposed of as promptly as possible. In the case of an anthrax carcass, this would be absolutely necessary.
If the district is heavily infested with screw-worm flies, special care must be taken whenever any surgical operation is performed. This applies to branding, marking, castration, docking, and dehorning. After branding, a small quantity of cottonseed-oil should be rubbed over the burn to hasten healing and to keep off the flies. All open wounds on animals should be watched and cleaned daily if necessary. Ill-smelling wounds attract the flies. It is best not to dehorn in fly time. If it must be done, the dehorned animals will require extra care. After the horns have been cut off, the stump should be smeared over with pine tar;